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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  of  health 
Year  ending  31st  December C19U7 

To  the  Chairman 

and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council, 


Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 


I  beg 

district  for  194 


',0  reP°r't  as  follows  on  the  health  of  the 


Area,  of  c::e  vim.-  t  in  acres 

^  j.  u  _L  vu 

'1245 

93,216 

0  ui  uxie 

93T2I5 

.ai'ea 

1947 

93,216 

Area  of  3to  >Tu.a.t  Battle 

Area  (approx; 

12,000 

12  ,000 

12 ,000 

Rateable  Value 

£20,517 

£20,517 

£21,911 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny 

Rate 

£93.13.8, 

£93.13.8 

.  £93.11.* 

Estimated  Residendent 
Population 

7.2  65 

7,360 

7,620 

comprising  cf  29  Rarish.es,  the  area  os  more  populous  in  the 
North-east,  The  West  and  South-Last  are  sparsely  populated, 

V fns  large  tracts  forest  in  these  areas!  The  maiA 
indust  lies  are  agncalture  and  forestry,  and  there  are  three 
small  factories  in  the  Southern  corner  of  the  District, 


^ . c°asiderable  area  of  the  South-Last  is  still  held  in 
requisition  by  the  War  Office,  including  the  Parishes  of 
Stanfoid ,  StuPoton  and  parts  cf  Ickburgh,  Lynford  Didlino-t nn 
DOdney,  Buckenliam  Tofts  and  Little  CressingbSm.  '  lln*ton» 


Live  Births 


1245. 

Male, Female 

.Total. 

1946. 

Male , Female. Total . 

1947. 

Male  .Femal  f* 

.Tot  al • 

Legitimate 

65  60 

125 

73  67  140 

94 

73 

167 

Illegitimate 

11  6 

17 

_  6  10  16 

10 

2 

12 

Tot  al 

76  66 

142 

_79  77  156 

104 

75 

179 

Birth  Rate 
per  1,000 
estimated 
population 

19.5 

21.2 

23.5 

194.5 

Male .Fema.i  o « 

Still  Births 

1946 

Total.  Male .Female .Total . 

1947 

Male. Female. 

•  Tot  al • 

legitimate 

2  1 

3 

3  14 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil  Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Rate  per 

1,000 

estimated 

population 

0.41 

0.54 

0.66 

Contd. . . . 


Deaths 
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1245 

Male  female, Total . 

Deaths 

- 1946 

Male .Female , 

Total. 

1947 

Male. Female . 

Total 

Deaths  56  49  9.9 

45  40 

85 

53  3  7 

90 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 

estimated  12,2  11.5  11.8. 

population 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

1949 

Deaths  from 

Puerperal  Causes  N:'i. 

1946 

Nil 

1947 

Nil 

Rate  per  1,0C0  X.:'.- 

Nil 

Nil 

•i.o  Mortality,  Deaths  under  1  year 

.Vt-'.s 

Male .Female  vot at < 

1946 

,  Male. Female, 

.Tot al. 

i24Z 

Male.  Female 

.Total 

Legitimate  ;  1  3  4 

1  1 

2 

2  2 

4 

Illegitimate  -  1  '  1 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

1  Nil 

1 

Total  I  4  5 

1  1 

2 

3  2 

Death  rate  of 
all  infants  per 

1,000  live  hirths  35*2 

12.00 

27.9 

Death  rate  of 
legitimate  per 

1,000  legt  births  28.1 

14.3 

23.9 

Death  rate  <?f 
illegitimate  per 

1,000  Illeg.  births58.8 

Nil 

83.3 

Deaths 

from  various 

common 

causes 

1945 

Male  .Female  .Tot  al 

1946 

.  Male. Fern ale 

.Tot  al 

1947 

.  Male. Female 

■.Total 

Cancer  6  10  16 

11  5 

16 

5  4 

9 

Measles  Nil  Nil  Nil 

Nil  Nn 

Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Whooping 

cough  1  Nil.  1 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Diphtheria  1  Nil  1 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Influenza  Nil  Nil  Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Road 

accidents  21  5 

1  Nil 

1 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea 
(under  1 

year)  Nil  Nil  Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil  Nil 

1 

Nil 

Diseases  other  than  Tube^o.ni  o s i s 
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MEASLES  CASES 


4 


Villages 


Number  of' 


cases  Notified 


Narbo rough 
E  &  W  Bradenham 
Holme  Hale 


TUBERCULOSIS 


2 

2 

1 


The  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
Ond  of  the  year  was  51  and  the  number  of  new  cases  notified 
during  the  year  was  4« 


Comparison  of  Total  Number  of  Cases  on  Register 

1944,  1945.  1946.  •  1947 

Number  of  cases 

on  Register  49  54  51  51 

Analysis  of  New  Cases  and  mortality 

1947 


Age 

Periods 


Cases 

Respiratory 

Male  Female 


on  Register 

Non  Respiratory 

Male  Female 


Deaths 

Respiratory  Non- respirator 
Male  Female  Male  Female 


1 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

80 


1  1 
1 
1 


1 

•• 

mm 

1* 


DIPHTHERIA  IMlViUNI SATION 

During  the  year  153  children  under  5  years  were  immunised 
against  Diphtheria,  and  104  children  between  the  ages  of  5 
and  15,  This  brings  the  total  number  -of  children  who  have  been 
immunised  in  the  district  to  854  -  under  5  years,  and  1240 
between  5  and  15  years. 

There  is  a  tendency  for  more  and  more  mothers  to  arrange 
for  the  immunisation  of  their  babies.  The  advantage  of  the 
scheme  is  becoming  more  keenly  felt  amongst  the  population, 
and  parents  regard  immunisation  much  as  they  do  vaccination, 
that  it  is  one  of  tno  necessary  things  to  which  a  baby  has  to 
be  subjected.  This  may  be  seen  from  the  increased  number 

of  immunisations  during  1947  over  1946. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


The  Public  Health  Officers  are,  Part-time  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  a  full-time  Sanitary _ Inspector,  the  latter 
working  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  former. 


Contd . . • 
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hospitals 


Cottage 

Norfolk 

Norwich 


Available  hospitals  to  the  area  arc,  the  Swaffham 
hospital,  the  Watton  Cottage  Hospital,  the  west 
and  Kings  Lynn  General  Hospital,  the  Noriolk  ana 
General  Hospital  and  the  Jenny  Lind  Hospital. 


Infectious  Disease  cases  are  taken  when  necessary,  to 
the  County  Isolation  Hospital  at  East  Dereham.  Cases  of 
Vhooriiig  Cough  and  Measles  are  usually  nursed  at  home ,  but 
some  of ° the  more  serious  illnesses  are  sent  to  the  Isolation 

Hospital . 


NT  TP  SING  SERVICES 


The  area  is  served  by  6  District  Nurses  who  are  qualiiieu. 
midwives  and  are  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Norfolk 
Nursing  Association.  Each  Nurse  works  in  a  group  of 
villages  as  her  district,  and  is  responsible  for  mat urn i  y 
cases^  general  nurisng  and  child  welfare  in  her  district. 


V  hi 


The  follow-,-;:: 
village  in  the  lexc- 
of  tho  Nurse  for  the 


Plages  are  grouped  into  districts,  the 
hand  column  being  the  place  of  residence 
District . 


DISTRICT  NURSING 


Nurse ‘ s 
Residence 

Villages  served  by  Nurse 

Ashill 

Ashill,  Sahara,  Great  Cressingham,  Little ■ Cressingham, 
North  Pickenham,  South  Pickenham  and  Holme  Hale 

Shipdham 

East  and  West  Bradenham 

Dunham 

Sporle,  Necton  and  Palgrave 

Go oder stone 

Oxbo rough ,  Gooderstone,  Eastmor,  Cockley  Cley, 
Beechamwell  and  Poulden. 

Mundf o rd 

Langford,  Lynford,  Ickburgh,  Tofts,  Cranwich, 

Mundf ord,  Hi lbo rough,  Bodney  am  Wee ting. 

West acre 

Newton,  Narborough,  Narford  and  Southacre 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


With  some 


Water  Supply 
ceptions  the  main  source  of  water  supply  in 


working  class  houses  is  from  shallow  wells  situate  near  the 
houses.  -Ln  the  majority  of  cases  the  wells  are  shared  by 
move  than  one  family.  These  shallow  wells  are  very  largely 
liable  to  surface  pollution,  and  fluctuate  greatly  in  yiela,  J-n 
the  parts  of  the  district  most  frequently  inspected,  water  is, 
tor  the  most  part,  raised  from  the  wells  by  means  of  pail  and, 
windlas  there  are  only  few  pumps  over  the  wells,  ana  ex  ,remu._.y 
few  houses  with  pump  over  a  sink  insiue  tne  house. 

In  sampling  water  with  a  view  to  determining  the  general 
standard  of  fitness  of  supply,  40  samples  were  taken 


V 


Con  cl.  a  %  w 
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rnou 


u 


sporadically  throughout  the  district.  Where  owners  have  had 
supplies  privately  analysed,  endeavour  has  been  m.  t 
utilise  their  results  for  record  purposes  in  order  to  ha 
as  complete  a  picture  as  possible  at  little  expens  . 

Tabulating  the  opinions  of  the  Analyst  on  the  various 
s  amp 1 e so  f  dome  s  t i c  supplies,  the  following  may  give  a  . 
rough  idea  of  the  condition  of  supplies  m  the  district  . 


PIT  FOR  DRIHKIKG  PURPOSES 

Free  from  *  bat is 
Wholesome  pollution  factory 


15 


8 


UNFIT  FOR  DRINKING 

Polluted  Danger 
ous 

4 


Chalk  Iron 


During  the  year,  water  shortage  was  oxceiitnced  in  the 
v*  llage  of  Mundford  and  an  emergency  supply  aa 
carted  from  the  Military  source  at  High  Ash  Camp. 

For  the  purpose  of  keeping  record  of 
of  wells,  a  xiegir: t  r  of  well  depths  in  the  Pansneo  has  been 

kept . 

The  Council’s  comprehensive  water  scheme  which  had  been 
in  the  course  of  preparation  by  the  Council -o  Engineers 
reached  more  advanced  stages  of  development ,  ana  the  mam 
bore  at  West  Bradenham  was  sunk  auring  tho  yeai . 


DRA I NAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Very  few  houses  of  the  working  class  type  have  a 
proper  sewage  disposal  and  drainage  system.  In  some  of  the 
bouses  -  drainage  system  exists,  and  m  some  cases  these 
discharge  intcfc^nearby  ditch.  There  are  several  roadside 
ditches  in  the  district  some  of  which  appeal  to  have  been 
regular  sources  of  trouble  1  or  somt;  yeai^.  ^  ...  ~ 

r0otiv  take  road  surface  water  plus  a  certain  quanoi  y 
bouselvat er ,  the  responsibility  of  their  maintenance  being 

shared,  with  the  County  Council.  Me  PiPJ»fe  °L+hLtisfac+ory 
troublesome  ditches  would,  of  course,  be  the  most  oatisfac^-i 
way  of  dealing  with  them,  and  this  work  is  being  si  ■  y 
carried  out. 


Ditche; 
of  Ashill , 


i  cleaned  out 
Sail  am  Toney, 


du ring  t he  year 
East  Bradenham, 


were  in  tho  Parishes 
S  jorle  and  Hilborough. 


f!T,ORT'iT  ACCOMMODATION 


The  number  of  houses  in  the^area  with 
accommodation  is  *‘-ry  small.  fhe  type  o 
in  use  is  the  pail  closet,  and  thero  arc  s 

closets  in  the  area. 


water  closet 
accommodation  mostly 
till  a  few  vault 


PTT'RT.T  C  CLEARSIH G 


Refuse  collections  in  the 
owing  to  the  scattered  nature 
the  Parishes,  quarterly  refus 


district  are  difficult 
of  the  district.  In  most  of 
e  collections  have  now  been 


organised. 


\ 


Contd! 
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shops 

Inspections  under  the  Shops  Act  are  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the 
shoos  are  very  small,  and  are  family  businesses j  enforcement 
of  the  Shops  Act  is  difficult. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

There  is  no  part  of  the  district  where  smoke  abatement 
action  has  been  necessary. 

SWIMMING-  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

There  are  no  Swimming  Pools  or  Bathing  Pools  for  the 
public  in  any  part  of  the  district. 


BED  BUGS 


There  were  no  cases  of  Bed  Bugs  during  tne  year. 

OTHER  VERMIN 

During  the  year  there  were  5  cases  of  fleas  reported, 
and  treated  with  D.D.f. 

Rat  disinfestation  was  carried  out  by  the  Norfolk: 

W.A.E.C.  on  behalf  of  the  Council. 

NOTTS  TNG  INSPECTIONS 

Routine  Bousing  Inspections  in  connection  with  the 
Hobhouse  Survey  number  15c  houses  inspected.  Detailed  records 
wore  made  of  all  inspections. 

M. 


MTLK  AND  DAIRIES 


During  the  year,  47 
dairies  were  made,  as  a 
were  sent  to  Dairymen. 


routine  inspections  of  farms  and 
result  of  which  10  informal  letters 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  there  were  118  producers  on 
the  Register,  and  during  , the  year  there  were  R  new 
registrations,  making  a  total  of  123  at  the  end  of  the  yeai . 

r»o  legal  action  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  was  taken 

during  the  year. 


avo  the  honour  to  be, 

-Sadies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C . S . HALL- SMITH 
Medical  Officer  of  He all 
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